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Celebrating the  
Working Man’s Library
A Century of  
Little Blue Books
    This year marks the 100th anniversary 
of the founding of the now defunct 
Haldeman-Julius Publishing Company, 
formerly of Girard, Kansas. Founded 
by Anna Haldeman and her husband 
Emanuel Julius (who relocated to Girard to 
write for Appeal to Reason, the country’s 
largest socialist newspaper), this historic, 
radical press 
was best known 
for printing the 
pocket-sized 
books currently 
on display.
    As a proponent of radicalism during 
an era punctuated by the First and 
Second Red Scares, Haldeman-Julius 
often found himself closely surveilled by 
the government. In his crusade against 
“bigotry and bunk, prejudices and 
fanaticism,” his company published over 
500 million copies of over 6,000 titles and 
left a legacy of 
bringing books 
to millions who 
could otherwise 
not afford them.   
    These paperbacks, known as “Little 
Blue Books” due to their size and the 
frequent coloring of the cheap pulp paper 
they were printed on, were mass marketed 
to a working-class audience as a “university 
in print” as they covered a myriad of 
subjects including freethought, birth 
control, self-improvement, philosophy, the 
Classics, and popular literature.  
